
BG Drives 
expands its 
turnstile program

PRODUCT NEWS
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BG Drives, a southern German manufacturer 

of actuators, barriers and turnstiles from 
Schopfheim near Basel, has added a bicycle 
turnstile and a revolving door to its range.

“Turnstiles are the latest addition to our product range,” 
says Managing Director Stefan Tscheulin. “We presented 
a prototype of our first model at the Perimeter Protection 
2020 trade fair. We then introduced this model to the 
market in April 2021. However, we wanted to offer a 
complete range here as well, just like our drive and barrier 
programs. That is why we also added a bicycle variant, and 
one with a side door for wheelchairs or material transports.”
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AXgo
The turnstile series by BG-Drives is called 
AXgo. All turnstiles are available not only in 
electromechanical but also in electromotive 
versions. In the electromechanical version, the 
software unlocks the rotating stile, after which 
users push the stile one turn further as they 
pass. In the electromotive version, users only 
need to lightly push against the stile, after 
which a servomotor turns the stile and guides 
the user through the opening. The servomotor 
can also be retrofitted. The casing and the 
rotating stiles are made of stainless steel. There 
is a variant made of polished stainless steel and 
one that has a white aluminium powder coating. 

Revolving door
For the new revolving door, BG-Drives uses 
the same servomotor as for the electromotive 
rotating stile. “We adapted the design of the 
door to the rotating stile,” says Tscheulin. “The 
revolving door is also made entirely of stainless 
steel. Following an opening pulse, the servomotor 
rotates the leaf a quarter turn inwards or 
outwards, depending on the direction of passage. 
After a freely adjustable number of seconds, the 
door will close again automatically.”

Bicycle door
The bicycle turnstile uses a modified door, but the same 
technology. The revolving door is mounted, as it were, 
against the rotating stile, with a half-moon-shaped barrier 
in between. The revolving door is also divided into a 
rotating section and a fixed section: the bottom 1.2 metres 
of the door opens while the section above stays in position. 
This forces people to use the rotating stile while bringing 
their bicycle along. “In this way, the turnstile with the bicycle 
door offers reliable access control, even if bicycles have to be 
taken along,” says Tscheulin. “People are becoming ever more 
environmentally aware and companies are increasingly offering 
a company bicycle or other bicycle schemes. The bicycle 
turnstile allows people to effortlessly bring their bicycle on site.” 

Controls
The turnstile control system is called GC500. It is the same 
as the ones in BG-Drives drives and barriers. “We opted 
for a single multifunctional control system,” says Tscheulin. 

“This means that installers only need to familiarise themselves 
with one control system.” In addition to all the connections 
that are required for an impressive range of accessories, 
the GC500 also has an Ethernet connection. “This allows 
installers to effortlessly configure the control system remotely, 
or – in case of a malfunction – to read it out. There is also a 
USB connection, so you can configure it on site. We offer a 
clever configuration tool to quickly set up all the parameters.” 
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Stefan Tscheulin
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Specifications
The standard turnstile is 1.5 metres wide, while 
the standard turnstile for cyclists is 2.4 metres 
wide. Both are 1.26 metres deep and 2.25 metres 
high. The passage width of the passenger 
version is 64 centimetres, and for cyclists it 
is 74 centimetres. The opening width of the 
revolving door is just over a metre. “This allows 
for passage of wheelchairs and materials on 
pallets,” Tscheulin says. The passage height of all 

the variants is 2 metres. The rotating stile itself 

is divided into three parts of 120 degrees each. The 
turnstiles have a specified service life of at least 3 million 
cycles.

Options
A foundation frame is available for all variants of the 
rotating stiles. “If you install that frame level in the 
foundation, assembly is easy as pie,” says Tscheulin. “Once 
installed, you can be sure that all the wire anchors are 
in the right place and all you need to do is screw in the 
rotating stile.” There are also two add-on casings available 
to install access control devices like card readers or 
intercoms. The cabling runs through the tubes of the 
rotating stile, and the connection does not need to be 
hidden in the foundation. “This means it is still easy to 
reach at a later stage.” There is a lighting package with two 
bright LED spotlights, and signage boards that display a 
red cross or a green arrow are also available. Last but not 
least, there are canopies in different types and sizes, to 
keep users dry as they pass through.

Development
“With these extensions, our standard program is now suitable 
for pretty much any application,” concludes Tscheulin. 

“Nevertheless, we will always continue to develop, to make 
our products even more broadly applicable. Fence workers 
with special wishes will always find a ready ear with us. We 
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